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INDUSTRY NEWS, TRENDS, AND TIPS

A New Boat for a New Rule

THERE ARE THREE RELATIVELY NEW
box-rule classes developed by the Off-
shore Racing Congress: the Grand Prix
26, Grand Prix 33, and Grand Prix 42.
While there’s been activity in Europe
with the GP 42s and GP 26s, the Nelson/
Marek-designed Century Fast GP is the
first to be cast into the GP 33 box.

The GP 33 rule limits length, beam,
displacement, draft, keel chord, bulb
weight, sail area, and displacement. “In a

lot of ways the class was modeled after :

the TP 52, says Nelson/Marek’s Greg
Stewart. “It’s pretty open.” Although the

33 was originally conceived with a spin- :

naker pole, the class, thanks to research
and lobbying by the Nelson/Marek office,
now carries retractable bowsprits and
masthead asymmetric spinnakers. “We
started doing VPP analyses and came to
the conclusion pretty quickly that a sprit
would be very good on this boat,” says
Stewart.” It’s going to be a very fast boat,
weighing in at 4,409 pounds. All the
VPPs are showing that it will be sailing at
pretty tight AWAs downwind”

Built for a Japanese owner by Lloyd Ste-
phenson Boatbuilders in Auckland, Cen-
tury Fast GP is carbon-fiber reinforced,

and has a plumb bow and a straight stern
¢ stand on stability an|

to put as much volume in the ends as'pos-

sible. “The key is to get that distribution

“so you're making the boat sail like a lon-
ger boat and not introducing too much
drag on the way”

Century Fast GP has a tiller and a very
simple deck plan. “We looked at all dif-
ferent scenarios with the positioning of

tactician, both the upwind position and
the downwind positions, where you real-

ly need to get the weight aft, and came up
¢ with the tiller solution,” says Stewart. “It

eally works well and the mainsheet trim-

mer is nice and far forward. The helms- :
. man is forward so he can see everything

and be part of the team. It’s a lot like a
dinghy, where the backstay adjustment is
in reach of the helmsman. Having an ac-
tive de-powering feature available to the
helmsman is good”

There are winches for headsail and spin-

naker trim, and there’s one utility winch
on top of the cabin that does the halyards.

The companionway is slightly offset to :
. which makes the boats different from

port to allow the spinnaker and pole con-
trols to run aft along the starboard side of
the cabin where they can be led to a winch
if need be.

The GP 33 rule hs

made a definitive
righting moment,

. X i Max. crew weight
the helmsman, the main trimmer and the g

- The ORC GP Series

of volume and area correct,” says Stewart,

LOA 26’
i Beam 8'4"
. Draft 8'3"
DSPL 2,204-2,205 Ibs.

Keel weight 992-1,212.5 Ibs.

749.5 lbs.

i LOA 32'4"
Beam 910"
Draft 7'3"
DSPL 4,409-4,740 Ibs.

i Keel weight 2,094-2,314 Ibs.

Max. crew weight 1,234.5 Ibs.

GP 42

LOA 42'
Beam 12'10"
Draft 8'6"
DSPL 9,258-9,700 Ibs.

4,629-5,070 Ibs.
1,763 Ibs.

Keel weight
Max. crew weight

like-sized sportboats. ORC wanted to
make it so IMS stability measurements

¢ weren't necessary. “They limit the keel

weight to 2,314 pounds out of the total

¢ package minimum of 4,409 pounds,’ says
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On Test, On Line

SW's web editor Mike Lovett conducted the ever valuable “How awkward would you
feel wearing this item into a Thai restaurant?" test with Camet’s Hobart Extreme
Technical Shorts last July, and they passed with flying colors. “Despite their tech-y
name, these shorts have a remarkably simple look. If not for the tiny, red, “Camet"”
logo above the left hem, you'd never know the Hobarts were designed with “extreme”
activity in mind,” said Lovett. “The absence of cargo pockets—or rear pockets for pad
inserts—cuts down on the bulk, and the use of a feather-light, water-repellent, UPF 40
nylon keeps the garment's total weight at a mere 9 ounces. With an adjustable Velcro
waist and a casual, 10-inch inseam, the Hobarts are comfortable enough for a long day
on the water and discreet enough to wear to dinner afterwards. $80, www.camet.com

Stewart. “What that does is control the
construction and encourages you to
put a good amount of ballast in the keel
bulb. The other smart thing they did to
keep people from just connecting the
keel bulb to the bottom of the boat with

a very minimal fin was to have chord
. extended. As Stewart says, in drawings it

thickness limits on the keel at three dif-
ferent stations. That controls fin devel-
opment well."

Stewart, who sailed Century Fast GP
during its sea trials, says it has a much dif-
ferent feel than a sportboat. “It has more
of a gruntier feel because it’s got the fairly

deep (7'3") keel and a generous bulb;” says :
Stewart. “We put as much of that 2,314 :
* nounced it will launch its own range of :

pounds in the bulb as we could, and it’s

got a higher freeboard than most sport-
boats. This boat can go out in 30 knots”
The rig, built by New Zealand Rigging,
is a wing-style section and the carbon
boom is a narrow, 2" wide, 8" deep, ba-
sically slab-shape. The sprit extends 7

feet from the starboard side when fully :
i and races are made of stainless steel—

looks impressive, but not out of scale.

As far as price is concerned, Stewart
would only offer, “It’s expensive, its got
custom design, custom build, and its car-
bon fiber” www.orc.org

Industry News

Mast manufacturer Seldén Mast has an-

: deck hardware at the upcoming Fall boat
. shows. The new Seldén product group will
i consist of ball bearing and plain bearing

blocks, wire blocks, high-load blocks, cam
cleats and valley cleats, as well as swivels

: with cam cleats, and ratchet blocks for
¢ dinghies and keelboats.

Seldén uses some 100,000 blocks a year
in their rig systems. So they had good

© reason to become their own supplier and
i actually started using their own blocks

a year ago. That means that a lot of the
boatbuilders who buy Seldén rig systems

¢ have already been using these products
i for some time.

The technical solutions for the range of-
fer the right strength for the task in com-
bination with extremely low friction. The
ball bearing blocks—the actual bearings

are intended for low dynamic loads. The
bearings are placed in an acetal bearing

¢ cage to keep them apart and minimize
¢ friction. Using stainless steel ball bear-

ings enabled Seldén to utilize a great deal
of the blocK’s potential; the working load

¢ is, in fact, all of 50-percent of the break-
© ing load. www.seldenmast.com
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